UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

APR 2 6 2023
The Honorable Jack Reed
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department’s response to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 148, accompanying
H.R. 2471, the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-103),
“Department of Defense Controlled Access to Health Information,” is enclosed.

The report describes the measures taken by the Defense Health Agency (DHA) in
response to the recommendations from the final report of the Department of Defense Office of
the Inspector General, “Audit of the Department of Defense’s Controls on Health Information of
Well-Known Department of Defense Personnel,” including the implementation of enhanced
information system controls to help deter and improve early detection of potential unauthorized
access of protected health information.

DHA performed an extensive review of the unauthorized and undetermined access of
protected health information identified in the audit. The report describes in detail the findings of
this review, including any disciplinary action against individuals found to have accessed
protected health information without authorization.

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional
defense committees.

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Roger F. Wicker
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Mike D. Rogers APR 2 6 2023
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department’s response to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 148, accompanying
H.R. 2471, the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-103),
“Department of Defense Controlled Access to Health Information,” is enclosed.

The report describes the measures taken by the Defense Health Agency (DHA) in
response to the recommendations from the final report of the Department of Defense Office of
the Inspector General, “Audit of the Department of Defense’s Controls on Health Information of
Well-Known Department of Defense Personnel,” including the implementation of enhanced
information system controls to help deter and improve early detection of potential unauthorized
access of protected health information.

DHA performed an extensive review of the unauthorized and undetermined access of
protected health information identified in the audit. The report describes in detail the findings of
this review, including any disciplinary action against individuals found to have accessed
protected health information without authorization.

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional

defense committees.

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Adam Smith
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

P READINESS
’ APR 2 6 2023
The Honorable Jon Tester
Chairman
Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department’s response to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 148, accompanying
H.R. 2471, the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-103),
“Department of Defense Controlled Access to Health Information,” is enclosed.

The report describes the measures taken by the Defense Health Agency (DHA) in
response to the recommendations from the final report of the Department of Defense Office of
the Inspector General, “Audit of the Department of Defense’s Controls on Health Information of
Well-Known Department of Defense Personnel,” including the implementation of enhanced
information system controls to help deter and improve early detection of potential unauthorized
access of protected health information.

DHA performed an extensive review of the unauthorized and undetermined access of
protected health information identified in the audit. The report describes in detail the findings of
this review, including any disciplinary action against individuals found to have accessed
protected health information without authorization.

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional
defense committees.

Sincerely,

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.

Enclosure;
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Susan Collins
Ranking Member



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

The Honorable Ken Calvert
Chairman

Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Department’s response to the Joint Explanatory Statement, page 148, accompanying
H.R. 2471, the Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-103),
“Department of Defense Controlled Access to Health Information,” is enclosed.

The report describes the measures taken by the Defense Health Agency (DHA) in
response to the recommendations from the final report of the Department of Defense Office of
the Inspector General, “Audit of the Department of Defense’s Controls on Health Information of
Well-Known Department of Defense Personnel,” including the implementation of enhanced
information system controls to help deter and improve early detection of potential unauthorized
access of protected health information.

DHA performed an extensive review of the unauthorized and undetermined access of
protected health information identified in the audit. The report describes in detail the findings of
this review, including any disciplinary action against individuals found to have accessed
protected health information without authorization.

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional

defense committees.

Sincerely,
M/ﬁ/ s
Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.

Enclosure:
As stated

cc:
The Honorable Betty McCollum
Ranking Member
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